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Aug. 24, 2010
 

Today, we were excited to receive news from the U.S. Department of Education (USDoE) that Ohio has been selected to receive Round 2 Race to the Top (RttT) funding! It was an incredibly competitive process throughout, but we maintained our belief that Ohio’s application demonstrated a commitment to bold and innovative education reform reaching students across the state to ultimately benefit their success. Ohio is joined in this historic opportunity by Washington, D.C., Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina and Rhode Island, as well as Delaware and Tennessee, who were awarded funding in Round 1. The reforms outlined in our RttT plan will impact all of Ohio’s districts and schools with 538 districts and community schools leading our efforts through their signed memorandum of understanding (MOU). Ohio has been awarded $400 million, of which more than 90 percent will directly support the work of schools across the state.  

ODE will be in contact with participating districts and community schools with detailed information about the next steps in the RttT process, including the timeline for submitting the Final Scope of Work. Per RttT regulations, all participating districts and community schools must have an approved Final Scope of Work by the end of November in order to continue participating in RttT.  We will provide additional details and will be scheduling meetings to provide assistance and support around the Final Scope of Work. Information and RttT updates will continue to be posted at rttt.education.ohio.gov.  

So many individuals worked to provide clarity, details, evidence, and support which enhanced Ohio’s Round 2 strategy. I would like thank each and every person who helped craft Ohio’s application. Our success in Round 2 is the culmination of the efforts of KidsOhio and the Ohio Grantmakers Forum and the creative thinking of more than 100 individuals representing 70 organizations who shared their ideas with us at editorial and review sessions.  

I would also like to extend a public thank you to Deputy Superintendent Marilyn Troyer. Dr. Troyer has worked tirelessly to ensure Ohio submitted the strongest and most compelling application to the USDoE. Her unwavering dedication and leadership strengthened our work and positioned our application for the best possible result. And lastly, but certainly not least, I would like to thank the staff at ODE who, along with Dr. Troyer, dedicated many long hours in compiling our application. 

I know the work is just beginning, but it is important to take a moment and reflect upon our work which has been recognized and rewarded. Now, we must continue with the same resolve and commitment as we begin to implement the initiatives we have developed. It is a wonderful feeling to know our work will benefit Ohio’s students now and for many years to come.    

Sincerely, 
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